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February 2015  

In this Issue: 

Legislative Action  

Navy League: Jones Act amendment will gut U.S. shipbuilding industry  

 

ARLINGTON, Virginia ñ The Navy League of the United States opposes the McCain Amendment 

(amendment #2) to S.1, which would gut the U.S. shipbuilding industry by striking the U.S. build require-

ment provisions of the Jones Act.  

 

The Jones Act requires vessels in domestic waterborne trade to be owned by U.S. citizens, built in the 

United States and crewed by U.S. mariners. These provisions keep American shipping companies, ship-

yards, mariners, maritime academies and thousands of people working. It is a critical component to the 

long-term sustainability of the U.S. fleet and the health of the U.S. shipbuilding industry.  

 

The Jones Act aids in controlling shipbuilding costs for the Navy, the Marine Corps and the Coast Guard 

by ensuring the health of the industrial base. The Carl Levin and Howard P. òBuckó McKeon National 

Defense Authorization Act of 2015 demonstrates the national security importance of the Jones Act, stat-

ing that òcoastwise trades laws [such as the Jones Act] promote a strong domestic trade maritime indus-

try, which supports the national security and economic vitality of the United States.ó  

 

The loss of the American-built provisions in the Jones Act would have devastating ripple effects on all the 

sea services. Its immediate impact would be a reduction in the number of ships built in U.S. shipyards, 

which would result in a loss of jobs, a loss of industrial knowledge and skills, and a loss in Americaõs edge 

in shipbuilding quality and technology. This would mean all ships used by our U.S. Navy, Marine Corps and 

Coast Guard, which of course will be built in the United States, would have a higher cost per ship due to 

increased overhead costs, and would have a less reliable industrial base. A strong industrial base is neces-

sary for innovation and quality. This amendment would increase costs for the sea services during a time 

of sequestration and tightening budgets, when each dollar our sea services spend must go farther. The 

impacts would be extremely detrimental to the sea services.  

 

The Navy League of the United States is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to informing the 

American people and the U.S. government that America is a maritime nation, and that its national defense 

and economic wellbeing are dependent upon strong sea services ñ U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, Coast 

Guard and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine. It offers the Special Topic Breakfast series to provide the latest 

information on programs and issues that matter to the defense community.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Angels  
 

On Tuesday February 3rd I traveled to El Centro Naval Aviation Facility to have dinner with 

the Imperial Valley Navy League.  The special guests at the dinner were the 2015 officer corp. 

of the Blue Angels.  I had the privilege to sit next to the Executive Officer of the Blue Angels 

and learn more about the busy schedule they have planned for the 2015 air show season.  

 

The Blue Angels will start their 2015 air show season on March 14th at the El Centro NAF. I 

would like to take a caravan of Navy Leaguers to the air show to enjoy the Blue Angels and 

support their 2015 season.  Executive tickets start at $55 for flight line seating.  I would like 

to get as many Navy Leaguers as possible to attend and support the Blue Angels at an Execu-

tive Level.  The air show and parking are free if you cannot afford the Executive Level. For 

more information please take a look at their webpage: 

 

http://navylifesw.com/elcentroairshow/information/general/ 

 

If you are interested in attending the air show, please send me an email so we can add you to 

the attendance list, kevindbutton@gmail.com.  
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COMMANDERôS CORNER 

January 2015 

Lieutenant Commander Hollie Brown 

US Naval Sea Cadets Corps 

Commanderõs Corner FEB 2015 by Lieutenant Commander Hollie Brown, US Naval Sea Cadets Corps 

January finished strong with 2 color guards and some Community Service. We were asked at the last minute to cover the open-

ing Color Guard for the Orange County vs. Inland Empire All Star Classic Football Championships held at Corona High School 

on Saturday the 24th. It was covered by the Orange County Register and the Press Enterprise and our Color Guard made the 

Press Enterpriseõs website! The next weekend we did the opening Color Guard for the Circle City Rotary / YMCAõs Fire & Ice 

Chili Cook-off.  Community service was earned at that event helping set up tables and chairs, putting up signs, doing traffic con-

trol, and helping with whatever else was needed for the event. We were proud to be a part of both events. 

We also had training aboard the SS Lane Victory in San Pedro the weekend of the 17-18. This was part work, part instruction 

for the cadets. We arrived at 0630 Saturday morning and after breakfast were assigned to different areas of the ship to help 

with basic maintenance. Cadets helped with scraping and then painting in the areas assigned. Clean-up followed. We were 

served great meals by the shipõs staff and the cadets worked on KP teams after each meal. We had tours of the various areas of 

the ship with history lessons provided by different crew members on this special Merchant Marine vessel. Sunday the cadets 

were given a course on the principles of navigation and communication. Some of the topics included costal, celestial, and dead 

reckoning navigation, using wind, tides, and currents, and how to use a compass. Then using nautical charts they learned how to 

fix their position at sea. For communication they learned about the International code of signals and using signal flags to com-

municate with other ships. For the practical portion of using the above skills, cadets had to work on understanding the concept 

of òLine of Positionó using chart room navigation tools. They practiced taking bearings with the Azimuth Circle from the bridge 

of the ship and then plotting it on their charts. They also practiced taking sightings from the bridge with a sextant, a tool used to 

navigate with the sun and the horizon.  

We then got to work with survival suits ð putting them on quickly in case the ship was sinking and then how to enter the water 

safely, staying with buddies and forming a human raft while in the water. All skills were practiced on board ship in the museum. 

Iõll have pictures to show at the social in February. 

Promotion for FEB : 

Leaguer Able Cadet (LC3) ð Harrison Pae 

 

Unfortunately, Instructor Tom Valencia  did not move beyond being selected Region 11 Instructor of the Year  (from 

San Diego to Santa Barbara). This is still a huge honor and we congratulate him for all his hard work! 

 

Hope you can join us on Friday the 27th at the Elks Lodge for the February social. Thank you! 

 

Respectfully, 

Hollie Brown, LCDR, NSCC  
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February Social 

Theme:  Italian 

Friday:  February 27, 2015 

Location: Corona Elks 

Lodge 

  912 E. Sixth Street 

  Corona, CA  

Social:  6:00pm 

Dinner: 7:00pm 

Menu:  Host: NL Board 

Price:  $17.00 per person 

 

Our speaker will be the cadets of the 

Paul Revere Division Naval Sea Cadets.     

Social Calendar 

January 23, 2015 

February 27, 2015 

March 27, 2015 

April 24, 2015 

May 22, 2015 

June 26, 2015 

July 24, 2015 

August, 28 2015 

September, 25 2015 

October, 23 2015 

November Phantom 

December, 4 2015 

RSVP to Kevin Button 

Cell      (951) 345-0047  

(text or leave a voice message) 

Email   kevindbutton@gmail.com 

**DOOR PRIZES** 

We are asking for members that participate in the monthly socials to bring a door prize. 

We are breaking down the membership list alphabetically into last names and for each 

month listed if your last name falls into that alphabet category we would like you to bring a 

door prize for that month social. Thank you for your participation in our efforts to make 

our  socials a fun memorable event. For example: Kevin Button would bring a door 

prize to the January Social. The list is as follows:  

January, May, September Social:  Members A-C  

February, June, October Social:  Members D-H  

March, July Social:    Members I-R  

April, August Social:   Members S-Z  

PORTHOLE ADVERTISING 

Send in your business card now to be included in our 2015 advertising.  The new advertising year starts in 

March.  Mail your business card along with a $50 check, payable to Navy League, to the attention of    

Kevin Button, P.O. Box 573, Corona, CA 92878. 
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Imperial valley Navy League  
I had the privilege to be the guest of 

the Imperial Valley Navy League.  

The Blue Angels were the honored 

guests.  



 

 

Thank You To Our Advertisers!                     
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Yolanda Carrillo  
Executive Director/CEO 

 
Corona-Norco Family YMCA  

1331 River Rd.  
Corona, CA 92880 

 

Cell 951-733-1201 
Fax 951 -736-6515 

 

 

   GSA Supply True Value Hardware 

   1541 W. Pacific Coast Hwy. 

   Long Beach, CA  90820 

   (562) 437-2716 


